Chapter HI
THE FIRST CHARACTERISTICS OF SOCIAL LIFE
FAMILY RELATIONSHIPS. THE PARENTS
E first social relationships the child experiences are those with
father, mother, and siblings. Psychoanalysis emphasizes that
the child's position to father and mother becomes one of the most
determining factors in his later life. It may be questioned whether
the child's emotional bondage to his parents is caused by sexual
drives, but affective love can undoubtedly be observed in the child-
parent relationship. This might be explained, however, by emo-
tional factors which appear in any close social relationship. The
author's investigations indicated that children between the ages of
3 and S years, girls as well as boys, have a closer relationship to
their mother- However, this is motivated socially, since in the life
of the child the mother plays a much greater part than does the
father, who in general is near the child only a few hours daily. Thus
to the child the father is rather a stranger whose sudden appear-
ance interrupts the close child-mother relationship* An interrup-
tion of an accustomed situation has the effect of a shock experience
which provokes emotions of displeasure up to aggressiveness against
the intruder. When the father requires the mother, the child con-
siders him as somebody who destroys his emotional relationship.
The Scupins report of their Httle boy's aggressive attitude against
his father :(510) * "But I will put my papa in a pot and keep on
pouring water over his face until he is nice and soft and then eat
him up."
The child's play sometimes reveals that one parent is much more
*P.81.
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